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MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To: Neurology Residency Program Directors, Fellowship Directors, and 
 AAN Section Chairs 
 
From: Stanley Fahn, MD, AAN President 

cc: Terrence Cascino, MD; Aaron Miller, MD; Patricia K. Coyle, MD; 

 Catherine M. Rydell; Christine E. Phelps; Susan K. Rodmyre; Mari E. Mellick; 

 Mike Amery 

Date: March 18, 2003 

Subject: J-1 Visa Regulations Update 

 
The American Academy of Neurology (AAN) reviewed the proposed J-1 Visa 
regulations via its Legislative Affairs Committee, Graduate Education Subcommittee of 
the Education Committee and the Board of Directors.  In addition, the AAN Board of 
Directors has been working with the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology 
(ABPN) to establish a policy for physicians in non-standardized fellowship programs.  
The ABPN sent the enclosed letter to the Educational Commission for Foreign Medical 
Graduates (ECFMG) listing the non-standardized subspecialties of neurology that are 
eligible for allowing J-1 Visa holders into these subspecialty areas.   
 
The ECFMG has agreed to allow the following pathway for ECFMG J-1 sponsorship: 
Programs within a subspecialty “recognized” by an appropriate Board of the American 
Board of Medical Specialties as evidenced by a letter from the CEO of that Board. The 
ECFMG outlines the requirements that must be met for this type of ECFMG J-1 
sponsorship.  These requirements include documentation from the applicant’s home 
country and verification that the proposed training program is directly associated with a 
neurology program that is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME).  The complete list of requirements can be found on the ECFMG 
web site at www.ecfmg.org/evsp/evspnews.html#subspec. Then click on “Summary of 
Discussions on J-1 Sponsorship Issues. The information is contained in a file that requires 
Acrobat Reader on your computer to open it.   
 
We understand that these steps take time and hope these latest developments assist your 
subspecialty programs. If you have any questions on the J-1 Visa status, please feel free 
to contact Mari E. Mellick, AAN Medical Education Manager, at 651-695-2719 or 
mmellick@aan.com. 
 
Enc: ABPN letter to the ECFMG 
 
 






