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The American Academy of Neurology

The American Academy of Neurology (AAN) is a worldwide medical specialty society established in 1948 to promote the best possible care for patients with neurological disorders. Its membership exceeds 18,000 including practicing and research neurologists, and counts as its members most of the neurologists in the United States and many throughout the world.

The AAN:

· Ensures the best possible care for neurological patients by providing excellence in education through diverse programs in both the clinical aspects of neurology and in basic neurosciences. It also supports the development of a practice environment that provides ethical, high-quality care for patients with neurological disorders.

· Publishes Neurology, a prestigious twice-monthly scientific journal featuring the results of the finest in neurological scientific research.  Twice a month, the AAN sends news releases summarizing the best research contained within each issue.

· Hosts an annual meeting where physicians from around the world come to teach, learn and share the latest scientific research. Here, more than 1,100 scientific papers are presented, representing the wide diversity of neurological science – from headache, stroke and Alzheimer’s disease to autism and sleep disorders. The 56th annual meeting will be held in San Francisco April 24 – May 1, 2004.

· Develops practice guidelines and technology assessments. Many of these position statements, such as the Dementia Guidelines, and the “Screening and Diagnosis of Autism," are precedent setting actions with significant influence in medical-legal decisions.

· Is actively involved in medical ethics, practice management, physician reimbursement and legal affairs.

The AAN, the AAN Foundation and its Corporate Roundtable partners are currently sponsoring a multi-year public education campaign, The Brain Matters, to raise awareness about the value of neurology and to educate key audiences about the brain and its functions, scientific and medical advances, how to recognize diseases and disorders affecting the brain, and steps one can take to keep the brain healthy, including fundamentals like supporting basic research.

For more information about the AAN and the latest scientific research, contact the media relations staff: Kathy Stone at kstone@aan.com or (651) 695-2763, or Marilee Reu at mreu@aan.com or (651) 695-2789.
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