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Grants Program in Clinical Research in Neurology

Sponsored by the

American Academy of Neurology Foundation

The grantmaking program of the American Academy of Neurology Foundation is focused on one critical need that crosses all disciplines: the need to recruit and train clinical researchers in neurology.
The scientific and medical communities have called the shortage of investigators a crisis that will impact far more than the five million Americans currently suffering from a neurologic disease.

Clinical research is the fundamental transition stage between discovery and treatment. Clinical research provides the scientific basis for all forms of care, addresses patient and caregiver needs, and is the backbone for drug development and cost-effectiveness studies needed to improve lives.

For the 50 million baby boomers facing their 60s, this shortage of researchers is indeed a looming crisis. If the investigators aren’t there, who will find the next treatment for  Alzheimer’s disease, stroke, or Parkinson’s disease? Even drug development by the pharmaceutical industry will grind to a halt without clinical investigators leading the efforts.

Recognizing this critical need for neurology research, the AAN Foundation has dedicated its grantmaking efforts toward investing in young researchers.

By shaping this investment in the form of research grants, this funding effort has an effect in multiple dimensions:

· it recruits bright young minds to the discipline of clinical research;

· it supports young investigators at their time of greatest innovation and invention;

· it funds high-quality research in any one of the more than 600 known neurological disorders; and,

· it supports our national training infrastructure.

The AAN Foundation has identified and developed two funding mechanisms to help achieve this goal. Clinical Research Training Fellowships are mentored awards designed for relatively new investigators in the early-to-mid stages of their training in clinical research methodology. Young Investigator Awards are designed to support mid-to-late stage trainees ready to transition from a mentored status to independent investigator status. These specific opportunities are designed to complement and enhance funding offered by the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the single best source of funding for experienced independent investigators running their own labs.

The grant opportunities are further described below. Grant announcements can be found on the AAN Foundation website at www.neurofoundation.org. Requests for application for individual grants are generally posted by July of each year and due no later than October 1. Grant availability is contingent on funding. Unsolicited proposals are not accepted.

Clinical Research Training Fellowships: Mentored grants awarded to advance the general strategy of the AAN to increase the pool of clinical investigators and advance clinical research in neurology. Specific characteristics of these grants include:

Eligibility:
Open to clinical investigators in neurology (MD, DO, MD/PhD, PhD) within five years of the completion of residency or post-doctoral training.  Preference is given to neurologists (MD, DO, MD/PhD).  Need not be a U.S. citizen.

Subject:
Restricted to clinical research that falls within the definition established by the American Academy of Neurology.*  Research topic may be further defined by Research Council at the request of the funder.

Mentor:
Proposals must clearly describe the applicant mentor, institutional support and a training program designed to address the unique needs of each candidate.

Evaluation:
Grantees are chosen from a ranked pool of applications.  Proposal evaluations are generally weighted toward the research plan and the mentoring environment.

Award:
$50,000 per year for two years plus a tuition reimbursement stipend of $7,000 per year.

Duration:
Two years

Other Support:
Supplementation of this stipend with other grants or by the fellowship institution is permissible, but candidates may not hold or accept other fellowships or similar awards while holding a Clinical Research Training Fellowship.

Young Investigator Awards (YIA): Mentored grants support investigators completing their training in research methodology (mid-to-late stages) and during their transition to independent investigator status. Upon conclusion of this award, grantees should be eligible for K02 (career transition) and/or R01 (independent investigator) awards from the NIH. It is a requirement that grantees apply for additional funding by the end of the second year of the award. Mentoring plans should be tailored to advance the individual grantee towards this goal. Specific characteristics of these grants include:

Eligibility:
Open to clinical investigators in neurology (MD, DO, MD/PhD, PhD) within 10 years of the completion of residency or post-doctoral training.  Preference is given to neurologists (MD, DO, MD/PhD). Need not be a U.S. citizen.

Subject:
Specified by Research Council working with the funder. Preference is given to proposals focusing on clinical research as defined by the American Academy of Neurology*

Mentor:
Proposals must clearly describe the applicant mentor, institutional support and a training program designed to address the unique needs of each candidate.

Evaluation:
Grantees are chosen from a ranked pool of applications. Evaluations weight scientific merit of the research proposal and the mentoring environment.

Award:

$85,000 per year

Duration:
Three years

Other Support:
Supplementation of this stipend with other grants or by the fellowship institution is permissible, however candidates already holding K or R series grants from the NIH are not eligible for the Young Investigator Award.

Notice Regarding the NIH Loan Repayment Programs

The NIH Extramural Loan Repayment Program (LRP) has been broadened to include investigators conducting “qualifying research supported by a nonprofit foundation….”  Applicants to the AAN Foundation Grants Program may be eligible for this program and are encouraged to apply. For more information, visit the LRP website at www.lrp.nih.gov.
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