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	WHAT IS THE SMA FOUNDATION?
MISSION

The mission of the Spinal Muscular Atrophy Foundation is to accelerate the development of a treatment or a cure for SMA, the number one genetic killer of infants and toddlers.    

The Foundation is dedicated to preventing the death and suffering of thousands of children whose lives depend upon increasing research funding to fulfill the scientific opportunity to cure the disease.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

To help raise public awareness of SMA, increase government research funding and speed the realization of a treatment, the SMA Foundation is committed to: 

· Providing financial support to expand existing SMA research efforts, often through partnership with existing parents' organizations 

· Identifying, and providing a catalyst for, promising new research projects and teams 

· Developing private sector involvement in SMA drug development, through alliances between academia, government, and pharmaceutical and biotech companies 

· Increasing government funding and support through targeted efforts to raise Congressional and NIH awareness

· Raising awareness of SMA among government leaders, members of the pharmaceutical and biotechnology industries, and the public at large 
· Providing funding for targeted initiatives to improve quality of care for SMA patients
STRUCTURE AND GOVERNACE

Under Federal law, the Spinal Muscular Atrophy Foundation is a charitable, 501(c)3 tax exempt organization which shall be classified as a private operating foundation. Therefore, the Foundation may accept contributions from most entities, including individuals and private foundations. Operations and expenditures are supervised by a Board of Directors. A Scientific Advisory Board advises the Foundation on all research grants and provides strategic guidance.
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