About Spinal Muscular Atrophy:

· Today an estimated 25,000 Americans suffer from SMA.  Up to 1,000 babies are born each year with this deadly genetic disease that dooms them to a life of suffering and premature death, usually before the age of two.

· Caused by progressive degeneration of nerve cells in the spinal cord, SMA leads to increasing muscular weakness and atrophy.

· Letters of support for increased federal funding for SMA research have been sent and signed by 50 leading scientists, including Nobel Prize laureate James Watson and researchers from leading research facilities worldwide, as well as nearly 1/3 of the U.S. Senate and more than 75 members of the U.S. House of Representatives.

· SMA has potential to be the first major genetic neurological disease to be effectively treated or cured. 

· Researchers at the National Institute of Neurological Disease and Stroke (NINDS) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) recently designated SMA as a model disease for funding translational research. Translational research develops findings by scientists into drugs and treatments.

· Despite the remarkable opportunity for developing treatment, SMA research currently receives less annual federal funding ($5 million) than many diseases of similar prevalence and severity.  Given the breakthroughs in SMA knowledge and research, scientists expect that $20 to $30 million of NIH-led annual funding would likely result in treatment within five years.

· FightSMA is a part of the SMA Coalition, a network of non-profit organizations committed to raising public awareness about SMA and increasing government research funding to speed the realization of a treatment or cure for the disease.  The SMA Coalition includes: SMA Foundation, FightSMA, Families of SMA, SMA Support, Inc., Our SMA Angels, Miracle for Madison and SMA Angels Charity.
