Clinical Examples for Headache
	E/M Code
	   Example

	99203 
New patient, office visit 
	The patient is a 19-year-old woman with generalized non-throbbing headaches that occur during her menses, generally lasting for a day but sometimes for a few days. There is no photophobia or nausea. Over the counter remedies and prescription painkillers from her primary physician have helped. Her examination is normal. There is a family history of similar headache in her mother and her sister. Her blood pressure and cholesterol medications were renewed. The diagnosis is discussed and the patient is reassured.

	99205
New patient, office visit
	A 23-year-old woman has weekly severe throbbing right frontal region headaches that are worse with menses. Her left arm becomes numb intermittently, often preceding her headache. The headaches began several years ago and are now increasing in frequency. She is frequently missing work and has visited the ER repeatedly. She has tried over the counter remedies and prescription painkillers from her primary physician. There is a family history of similar headache in her mother and her sister. She is a smoker on oral contraceptive pills. Her examination is normal. Recent MRI was normal. Prophylactic therapy is started. She is counseled regarding migraine, diet factors, smoking risks, and is planned for follow-up in three weeks.

	99213
Established patient, office visit
	A 30-year-old man has had migraine headaches since age nine. He has been on varying regimens at different times of his life and took preventive therapy as a teenager. He continues with occasional headaches. He returns for his yearly checkup and renewal of his medications.

	99215
Established patient, office visit 
	A 33-year-old and otherwise healthy patient previously had monthly classic migraine associated with menses. Her headaches have now become daily despite  prescription medications. Examination is normal. She had normal MRI with contrast one month ago. Social history reveals she is recently divorced and is now working on a graduate degree. She is counseled regarding rebound headache and started on prophylactic medication.

	99222 
Initial hospital care 
	A 37-year-old man has had daily headache for seven weeks and has visited the ER five times in the past two weeks. Due to persistent nausea and vomiting, he cannot retain oral medications. In the past he had infrequent severe left sided headache with aura that responded to injections of triptans or narcotic medications. Neurologic examination is normal. His prior LP results, CT, MRI with contrast were reviewed. Orders are written for IV fluids and medication for his severe headache and nausea.

	99232 
Subsequent hospital care
	A 40-year-old man admitted with persistent headache is treated with IV analgesics and anti-emetics. He has received three doses and has improved slightly. He will require further therapy and the treatment regimen will be continued for another twenty-four hours.


