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John Dystel Prize for  
Multiple Sclerosis Research
Presented by the American Academy of Neurology and the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society and made possible through a special contribution from the John Dystel  
Multiple Sclerosis Research Fund at the National Multiple Sclerosis Society. 

Deadline to Apply: November 1, 2010 

Established 1995 
The John Dystel Prize recognizes outstanding contributions to research in the understanding, treatment, or 
prevention of multiple sclerosis. The prize is intended to recognize significant and exciting work which has 
influenced the way we think about Multiple Sclerosis, but it is not to be a lifetime achievement award. 

2010 Recipient: David Hafler, MD, MSc, New Haven, CT

John Dystel Subcommittee Selection Statement: 
“This award recognizes Dr. Hafler’s contributions to our understanding of immunological 
and genetic influences on the disease. Dr. Hafler’s work has contributed to our 
understanding of T cell recognition of myelin epitopes, the presence of activated myelin 
reactive T cells in the circulation of MS patients, and deficiencies of regulatory T cells in 
patients with multiple sclerosis. He is an important organizer and contributor to the search 
for genetic factors influencing the occurrence of MS, including the recently discovered 
association of genes for the IL2 receptor and IL7 receptor. He has trained more than  
50 postdoctoral fellows, many of whom have themselves become prominent in the field.”

Award History 
2009 David H. Miller, MB,  
   ChB, MD, FRCP
2008 Stephen L. Hauser, MD 
2007 Howard L. Weiner, MD 
2006 William A. Sibley, MD 

2005 Jack Antel, MD 
2004 Lawrence Steinman, MD 
2003 Bruce D. Trapp, PhD 
2002 Stephen G. Waxman, MD, PhD 
2001 John Prineas, MB, FRCP 



63rd AAN Annual Meeting  •  April 9–16, 2011

Presentation 
Recipient is expected to give a 20-minute presentation during the Awards Plenary Session at the AAN 63rd Annual Meeting in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

Recipient Will Receive 
·· $15,000 prize to be used at the recipient’s discretion 
·· Complimentary registration for the 63rd Annual Meeting 
·· Reimbursement for the 63rd Annual Meeting travel and two days’ meals and lodging expenses 
·· Recognition at the 2011 Awards Luncheon at the 63rd Annual Meeting 

Eligibility 
·· Must be actively engaged in basic or clinical research related to multiple sclerosis

Application Procedure 
Applicants should submit one complete set of the following: 
1.	 Completed application form 
2.	 Current curriculum vitae 
3.	 Letter from colleague summarizing applicant’s body of work including: 

·· Relevant background material 
·· Research accomplishments placed in context 
·· Assessment of the direct or indirect impact of contributions to the understanding of multiple sclerosis

For more information, visit www.aan.com/awards


